foreword
I am delighted to write this foreword to the Fortieth Anniversary
Magazine about Holy Cross Girls’ Primary School, on Ardoyne
Road.
In a year that saw the Parish celebrate 140 years of the Passionists
Presence and 125 years of the GAA, we also celebrate the presence
of Holy Cross Girls’ School, standing as a beacon on Ardoyne
Road, providing 40 years unbroken service to this community.
Holy Cross Girls’ Primary School, to this present day continues to
provide academic education, and life skills, to the young girls of
our Parish.
Many things have been written in recent years about Holy Cross
Girls’ Primary School and admiration for the school has been
literally global. Here within the parish, on behalf of the people of
Holy Cross, I congratulate everyone associated with Holy Cross
Girls’ on Ardoyne Road .
In Education we need reassurance and stability and Holy Cross
Girls’ School is an example to us all.
I congratulate pupils, parents, guardians and staff on forty years on
Ardoyne Road.
May God Bless and reward your wonderful work and example.

Very Rev Gary Donegan C.P. PP
Parish Priest/Rector.
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Development of Catholic
Education in Ardoyne 1869 – 1969

1869-

The Passionist Order came to Ardoyne, built a small church and opened a two teacher school in a house
where Holy Cross Hall is now situated. Many pupils were half-timers, they attended school for half the week
and worked in the mill for the other half.

1902-

The present Holy Cross Church was completed and consecrated and a new school was opened in Chief Street
for boys and girls. [Chief Street was in the grounds of the Church, below the present Priests’ cemetery.]

1914-

Boys transferred to the new school at Woodvale Road. [The date can still be seen on the old school building.]

1935-

Glenard was built resulting in an enormous increase of pupils. An old hut [The Weightlifters] was used at the
bottom of Butler Street. Work began on a new school in Butler Street a few years later but when four
classrooms were completed work had to be suspended because of WW11. Huts were used in Butler Street
grounds.

1947-

Butler Street School completed. New Education Act
Passed, 11+ introduced and new secondary schools proposed.

1953-

Older boys moved to Wheatfield House on the Crumlin Road, where St. Gabriel’s now stands.

1956-

Saint Gabriel’s School opened for secondary school boys.

1967-

Saint Gemma’s High School opened for secondary school girls.

1969-

Holy Cross Girls’ opened on Ardoyne Road. Pupils transferred
from Chief Street, Butler Street huts and Woodvale Road.
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Holy Cross Girls’ - A Catholic School
Holy Cross Girls’ owes a great debt of gratitude to
the Priests and Sisters of the parish. We would like to
thank especially the priests who were with us during
the trauma which the school had to undergo in
2001, Fathers Aidan and Gary. Without their
support the school would not have survived. Father
Myles has also supported the school in a special way,
not only spiritually as Rector and Chaplain but
financially as Chairman of the Flax Trust.
The present chaplain is Father John, who is
continuing in the tradition of former chaplains,
coming to the school regularly and talking to the
children. We are also privileged to have Father John
celebrating the sacraments with us both in the school
building and in the church.

Visitors to Holy Cross Girls’ often remark on the
hardworking, friendly, atmosphere in the school.
They are also impressed by the fact that the pupils are
so successful, well behaved, happy and confident.
Our religious and values education programmes, our
prayers and celebration of the sacraments underpin
our relationships. When a child comes to the school
all staff members strive to assure her that she is loved
and valued as an individual. Every effort is made to
build up her self esteem and to challenge her to
achieve as highly as possible in all subjects.
As with all Catholic schools, we try to develop a
strong partnership with parents and with the parish.
Parents are respected and welcomed as partners in the
education of their children. Many opportunities are
provided for them to come into the school to take
part in workshops or courses and to discuss any
concerns which they might have.

Fr Aidan Troy,
Rector and
Chairman of
the Board of
Governors
in 2001.

Fr Myles Kavanagh,
who was
Rector 1974-80 and
Chaplain
2001-2009.

Fr Gary Donegan,
thepresent Rector of
Holy Cross and
Chairman of
the Board of
Governors.
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Fr John Craven,
our present school
Chaplain.
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Special Celebrations to Mark the 40th
Anniversary of Holy
Cross Girls’ on Ardoyne Road.

Staff in May 2009
L. to R. Back Row: K. Owens, G.McElroy, M.McNally (Vice-Principal), C. Dowds,
B. Quinn (Principal), A. Lavery.
Front Row: C. Wisdom, A. Shannon.
To celebrate the 40th anniversary on Ardoyne Road, the school organised a display
of photographs, a special Easter Bonnet Parade for parents, Masses in the Church
and in the school and a Gala end of term Concert at which all the pupils performed.
All past pupils and former staff and visitors were welcome.
The Mass in the school was concelebrated by Fathers Gary, John and Casimir who
were joined by Father Aidan who came especially from Paris. Bishop Treanor was
unable to come to the Mass but came afterwards to the party in the Dining Hall.
This anniversary year also marks the retirement of Miss Quinn and Mrs Dowds. Miss
Quinn will always be remembered for her efforts as Principal, to restore peace on
Ardoyne Road and for renewing contact with Wheatfield Primary School. She and
the staff are to be congratulated for getting an excellent report after the recent general
inspection. Mrs Dowds, who retires after 35 years teaching in Holy Cross will be
really missed in the classroom, but will return to work with parents.
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Anniversary Easter Bonnet
Parade for Parents.
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The Anniversary Mass in the School
Bishop Noel Treanor with Fr. Gary, visitors and past and
present members of staff.
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Some Primary Seven girls with the dolls which they had been given after the
Hallowe’en Hooley in 2001.

Miss Quinn and some of the choir with the Anniversary Cake.
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Celebrating the Retirement of Miss Quinn and Mrs Dowds.

Recent Retirement Celebrations.

Mrs. McKay and Mrs. G. McNally at their Retirement Dinner.
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OTHER RETIREMENTS

Miss Murphy and Mrs Kennedy at their Retirement Functions in Holy Cross Hall.

Mrs Marquess and Mrs Dow being presented with flowers in the school at their retirement

Mr and Mrs Tanney at Anne’s Retirement Dinner Dance in the Europa Hotel, June 2004
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From Pupil to Principal!
When I think back to my childhood I
have fond memories of my school days
in Holy Cross Girls’. I remember the
‘huts’ in Butler Street with the heaters
hanging down from the ceiling and tree
lined walks through the ‘grove’ of Holy
Cross Church on our way from Chief
Street School to Mass and Confessions.
Never did I imagine that one day I
would come to teach in Holy Cross never mind be Principal!
I began my teaching career in 1978 in
Saint Gemma’s Secondary School – the
school I had myself attended. As both
pupil and teacher I was extremely happy
there. However, in 1987 I moved to
Holy Cross Girls’ to teach Primary 3,
the First Communion class. Teaching
Primary 3 was very different to teaching
teenage girls but with the help of Mrs
Tanney and Mrs Dowds I soon settled
in and became part of the ‘family’.
The next year I began to teach the ‘big’
girls in Primary 6 and Primary 7. After
teaching Primary 3 these girls seemed so
grown up and I settled into twenty two
extremely happy and rewarding years of
teaching.

My family never believed me when I
told them this!
I always felt so proud sitting beside my
class at Confirmation and often had a
tear in my eye, not to mention the tears
I shed at the end of the year when the
children were transferring to their new
school. The girls were always so
hardworking, content and happy and
the staff and parents so supportive that I
have loved every minute of my time in
Holy Cross Girls’.
In 2001 we faced the most difficult of
times during ‘the protest’ but this
resulted in a much more tightly knit
Holy Cross family – a family that was
recognised all around the world for its
courage and conviction. A family that I
was, and still am, proud to be part of.
By 2006 I became Vice Principal and
worked to help Ms Quinn manage the
school. Ms Quinn was an inspiration to
me. Our friendship deepened and I was
saddened when she decided to take a
well-earned retirement.

Maura McNally

Members of Staff –June 2006

I know during these years we faced
many difficult times but I like to
remember the happy times - Mrs
Tanney and the staff constructing
Santa’s grotto and preparing the
Christmas presents for the children days I spent desperately thinking of a
costume for the Halloween Hooley and
looking like an amateur among the
fantastic creations of the children working hard preparing the Primary 7
girls for the end of year play and feeling
like a star when they said, ‘Miss you
should have been an actress, you’re really
good’.
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Now, as Principal, I am thankful for all
the support and good wishes I have
received. I have been associated with
Holy Cross School as pupil and teacher
for many years and hope to work hard
to keep it a place where each child is
valued and encouraged to be the best
she can. A place where parents feel
supported and welcome. A place where
Catholic values are taught and
experienced by all who enter the door.
A place that each pupil will remember
with fondness and say, ‘Holy Cross Girls
- I loved every minute of my time there’.
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Present Staff

L. to R: C.Wisdom, C.Magill, K. Owens (Vice Principal), G.McElroy, M.McNally (Principal), A. Lavery, M.Lagan
Front: A Shannon, A.Murphy.

Classroom Assistants

C.McNally, M.J.Mervyn, J.Larkin, M.Rice.

School Secretary
Mrs. M.Byrne

Parenting Officer
Mrs. C.Dowds
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School Counsellor
Sr. Kathleen Savage

Supervisory Assistants

School Caretaker

Mr S. Wylie
R.Fellomi, M.McGahan, L.Fitzsimons, S.Gorman

Cleaning Staff

M.Carson, A.O’Kane, A.Mullan

Dinner
Ladies

L.Dunlop, A.Turley, J.McAuley
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Miss Quinn and Mrs Dowds Last Photo Call 2008-2009

P1. Children with Mrs. Dowds and Miss McNally

P4. First Communion with Fr. Gary, Miss Wisdom , Miss Quinn and Fr.John

P7. Confirmation with Mrs. McNally and Miss Quinn
Holy Cross - 40 Years

13

Classes 2009 - 2010
Holy Cross Play & Learn Group

Primary One
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Primary Two

Primary Three

Primary Four
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Primary Five

Primary Six

Primary Seven
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The Staff of Holy Cross Girls’ School in the 1950’s.
Back: M. McAvoy, L. Kearney, F. McShane, N. McSherry, C. Higgins and C. Myles.
Centre: D. Green, R. Donaghy, B. McLoughlin, M. Beckett, I. Glavin, E. Sweeney and B. Armstrong.
Front: P. Hegarty (V. Principal), K. McCarthy, S. Hughes (Principal), M. Hanson and B. Daly.

Miss Hanson was the first Principal of Holy Cross
Girls’ on Ardoyne Road. She became Principal in Chief
Street School in 1967 and organised the move to the
new site on Ardoyne Road in May 1969. She guided
the school through very troubled times when her
philosophy was, “There’s no such word as can’t”. She
was awarded the Carlyle and Blake Award by the
Department of Education and received an MBE for her
services to education. She retired in 1978. Miss
Hanson died in 2008 and the Holy Cross pupils sang
at her funeral Mass.
On this 40th anniversary we also remember other staff
who have died since the school opened on Ardoyne
Road, Caretakers, Ancillary staff, and Teachers; Miss
Hegarty, Miss Myles, Miss Higgins, Miss Kearney, Mrs
Brennan, Miss McAuley and Mrs Kerr.
During the past forty years we also experienced the
tragic death of four beautiful pupils, Karen Donnelly,
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Seanna Graham, Samara Monaghan and Lorna
McGuigan. Karen, Samara and Seanna died in hospital
after short illnesses and Lorna was killed with her
father in a car accident. The children will always be
remembered by their friends and teachers and there is
a little memorial to them at the entrance to the school.
May all of those who have died, rest in peace.

Memories of Chief
Street School
After Miss Hanson’s funeral a group of
my past pupils, most of them now
mothers and grandmothers themselves
gathered around me and begged that I
would write something about the old
days in Chief Street School. They
pointed out that several people in the
district had never met Miss Hughes and
very few knew anything at all about the
school.
“You write articles”, they said. “Please
write something about Chief Street
School and how happy we were there”,
they pleaded. They were so intense I
finally
had
to
agree.
Teaching jobs were scarce in 1944
when I finished College and was thrown
on the job market. As my family was
still living in Bangor, refugees from the
Belfast Blitz, I answered every teaching
advertisement and was delighted to
receive a reply from Fr Peter Paul,
Rector of Holy Cross Monastery,
inviting me to an interview the
following week.
Fr Peter Paul was a well-built white
haired man with a pleasant smile. He
quickly put me at ease asking about my
subjects and why I had chosen teaching.
He asked especially how I would deal
with large classes. I was certainly not
going to let such a question stand in the
way of getting a job with the princely
salary of £145 per year, so I told him
that class sizes did not worry me. A few
days later I received a letter appointing

me to Holy Cross Girls’ School under
the Principalship of Miss Sadie Hughes.
Principals in1944 had a reputation for
being dragons. When I met Miss
Hughes on my first morning, she was
seated at her rostrum in a large room
which generally held three classes and
she was certainly no dragon. She was
very pretty with a heart-shaped face,
bright blue eyes and auburn hair. Some
of the staff had come to her rostrum to
sign their roll book. She introduced me
to Miss Hanson the Vice-Principal, Miss
Hegarty, Miss Mc Carthy, Miss Mc
Shane and Miss Sweeney. I met the rest
of the staff at lunch hour.
As Miss Hughes led me through the
yard to meet my class she said, “You’re
getting half of Miss Betty Donohoe’s
class. We call her Miss Betty because
her aunt Miss Polly Donohoe also
teaches here. You’ll like Miss Betty.”
Betty was undoubtedly delighted to
see me. She was surrounded by about
eighty children, “I have their list of
names made out for you” she said. “I’ll
help you with your roll book when it
comes. We have to share rooms but
you’ll get used to it.” I was beginning to
understand why Fr Peter Paul had
mentioned class sizes.
Like most Primary schools built in
early part of the century, rooms in Chief
Street were separated by glass partitions
with doors leading directly from one
room in to another. I was scheduled to
spend the morning with Miss Mc Shane
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Miss Mc Sherry

and Miss Sweeney, each of whom had
about forty in her class. Adding my
forty babies made for a crowded room.
The room itself had long desks which
were used mainly for writing and art.
Benches at the opposite side were used
for literacy work. I was given smaller
benches which were tucked into a space
beneath the windows.
Changing to different spaces was
achieved with military precision by Miss
Mc Shane playing a march on the piano,
Miss Sweeney directing the marching
and my babies trailed solemnly in and
out of the benches. When Miss Mc
Shane judged that each one had a place,
she skilfully ended with a resounding
chord and we all sat down.
For afternoons, my class sat on
benches in Miss Hanson’s room. The
Vice-Principal never complained at the
interruption we must have caused.
Most afternoons she worked on
“Macbeth”, so the babies had an early
exposure to Shakespeare. We were an
enthralled audience especially when the
three witches strutted their stuff. On
good afternoons I brought the benches
into the yard and when reading and
plays became boring we did sessions of
P.E. and ball - game practice .
But the crowded conditions did not
last for ever. In a couple of years the
junior class was given a four-roomed
building and two huts, in Butler Street
under Miss Mc Carthy.

Miss McSherry with some of her young pupils
Miss Mc Carthy was a stout lady with
dark red hair and heavy horn-rimmed
glasses. She had a good rapport with the
children and knew most of their
families. The remainder of the staff was
Miss Daly, a tall slim grey haired lady
with a gentle voice, Miss Armsrtong,
Miss Donaghy, Miss Byrne, Miss
Higgins and myself. The children now
had dual desks, a large playground and
hand basins with hot water. They must
have felt a wonderful sense of liberation
at having room to run and play and
shout. As the school was well above
street level we were able to view visitors
approaching, especially Miss Hughes
when she came down to see how the
school was progressing. Being
fashionable, her now greying hair was
enhanced with a bright blue rinse that
looked well under her pink feathered
hat. Indeed when the children were
describing their teachers they invariably
wrote, “Miss Hughes has blue hair.”
When the boys moved from
Woodvale Road to Wheatfield House,
we were taken still under Miss Mc
Carthy, to Woodvale. Although the
rooms were not as modern as those we
had left the children liked the location
and worked well there.
What probably helped teachers deal
with less than perfect conditions, was
the fact that Ardoyne children were the
nicest children one could wish to teach.
They were very mannerly and full of
bright ideas. I never remember having

to deal with a really bold child. This was
probably due to the fact that Ardoyne
mothers were wonderful. The forties
had been bleak, fathers were
unemployed, mills where many women
had worked closed, so money was
scarce. Also, housing was not good,
central heating was unknown, so
mothers had to depend on open fires for
washing and drying clothes.
I often wondered how they kept their
children so clean and tidy. A nurse who
visited the schools told me that Ardoyne
children were remarked on for their
cleanliness.
Of course school chaplains who came
down from the Monastery and helped
with preparation for First Communion
and Confirmation were a wonderful
help. I have met several over the years
but some of the early ones made a very
deep impression. Fr. Timothy was loved
by the children, they flocked to him and
he patiently answered their questions.
Later Fr Justin was equally well loved, he
became a real pied piper figure. Other
memorable priests were Fr Ailbe, Fr
Nicholas and Fr Michael. They did all
they could to make the school run
smoothly.
But there were still changes in our
locations. Some classes returned to
Chief Street and when the boys were
given the new school in Butler Street the
girls took over their huts.
These rooms had the merit of being in
the heart of the district, so parents were
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often invited to little plays and concerts.
From time to time mothers came up to
discuss their problems so the home-like
quality that had reigned in Chief Street
was continued. Also, teachers could see
their classes to the gate and watch while
the children made their way home.
With money being somewhat more
plentiful, we could take the children on
trips to the seaside, to Dublin Zoo,
Dundrum for two weeks and trips to
Drumalis and they were always turned
out beautifully.
In 1966 Miss Hughes retired and Miss
Hanson became Principal. Perhaps it is
fanciful of me, but I feel the old school
decided to go into retirement with its
long- serving Head.
In 1969 we moved into the lovely “State
of the Art” building whose fortieth
anniversary we are now celebrating. I
like to think that, as the gates of Chief
Street closed behind us, we brought into
our new workplace some of the
indomitable spirit that guided us in our
old one.
Chief Street was unique. I must say
“thank you” to it for showing me how to
cope with limitations and for showing
me and all the staff, how to carry on in
the face of sometimes great adversity.
But above all, I must say “thank you” to
all the wonderful girls I have taught,
some of whom still keep in touch with
me. You were not only lovely girls, you
were the greatest.

Holy Cross Memories
After having previously worked as
caretaker in both Chief Street Girls’ and
Holy Cross Boys’ Primary Schools, I
began work as caretaker in St. Gabriel’s
in 1970. It was a time when people from
the district were assassinated on a
regular basis by shootings from passing
cars and the intimidation of Catholics
was rife. This tension and trouble had a
big impact on everyday life in the
neighbouring schools of St. Gabriel’s
and Holy Cross Girls’. Those who lived
through this period will recall all too
vividly that the incidents around Holy
Cross Girls’ a few years back were
unfortunately not the first time that this
school and its staff and pupils were
subject to abuse and threat.
In 1974, as a result of the previous
caretaker being subject to intimidation,
Fr Myles asked me to take over
caretaking duties in Holy Cross Girls’
along with St. Gabriel’s. The first
morning I started in Holy Cross Girls’ I
got an early taste of what was to come
when I was confronted at the school
gates at 6:30a.m. by a loyalist patrol
holding pickaxe handles and wearing
masks. They said nothing, but the
message was clear.
One particular morning, Mrs
McMullan and my wife Rose, who were
cleaners in the school, went in early to
open up for the day. As they opened the
doors they were met with water
dripping down from the ceilings, and
were confronted by a UDA gang already
in the school, who had cut the fire hoses
and were now smashing equipment and
causing mindless damage. Soon after
this a number of armed loyalists stopped
at the school gates and threatened to
shoot me should I ever return to the
school.
Also in 1974, loyalists broke into St.
Gabriel’s school on a march back from
the city centre. Tommy Totten, the

assistant caretaker, and the cleaners had
managed to lock themselves into a
room, but I was attacked on the bottom
corridor. In order to get us back into the
district, the Major of the Paratroop
Regiment had the fence between the
two schools cut down to allow our
escape. The Irish Independent carried a
photograph of the incident along with
the headline, “Caretaker, Father of 7,
threatened by UDA”.
The next major incident was a bomb
in the office block that caused severe
damage. This was followed by a major
fire in the bottom corridor of the school
that caused over £250,000 of damage.
This particular incident was typical of
the spirit of the time though just as on
other occasions, the cleaners and myself
were joined in the clean up afterwards
by Fr Ailbe; teachers; parents and by the
cleaners from Wheatfield Primary
School, who were a constant source of
encouragement and help throughout
this entire period.
In 1978, Ardoyne Road above
Alliance Avenue was closed to public
access by a movable metal barricade that
been erected by the army. I was given
responsibility for opening the barricade
each morning to allow teachers and
pupils up the road to school, and to
close it again each evening.
Unfortunately this was not the last time
that this particular road was closed to
the children of Holy Cross Girls’.
It should be remembered that these
were not isolated incidents, as during
the 1970’s, 100-150 windows were
regularly broken between these two
schools at weekends. It seems hard to
believe now that such vast damage was
carried out on an ongoing basis on our
parish schools.
Through all this destruction there
were many signs of hope. It would be
impossible not to mention the
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Mr. Mc Kee
dedication of all the staff, both teachers
and cleaners: Mrs McMullan, Mrs
McGivern and my wife Rose. They
never allowed the constant destruction
to dampen their spirits and as
mentioned before, were indebted to the
support of the cleaners from Wheatfield
Primary School.
The teaching staff never stood on
ceremony and were always ready to get
stuck into cleaning up the mess and
destruction. Miss McSherry; Mrs
Tanney and Miss Hegarty stood out for
their dedication to the school. I would
acknowledge the courageous leadership
of Miss Hanson, the Principal at the
time. One incident in particular
exemplified her dedication and bravery.
During the Workers Council Strike,
loyalists gathered on Ardoyne Road to
stop the children going down after
school. Miss Hanson contacted the
police and they formed a line down two
sides, while she and the teachers walked
with the children in single file down
home.
The times were difficult, probably
more difficult than many of us have
even yet admitted, but the teachers,
cleaners and priests of our parish
showed their unwavering commitment
to the children of our parish. The spirit
of Holy Cross Girls’ Primary School is
built on these solid foundations. We
owe them all a great debt of gratitude.
Barney McKee
Since this article was written Barney died
on 21st April 2010. He will be sadly
missed by his family and friends.

LOOKING BACK -

Staff
in
the
70’s

Back Row: C. Loughran, A. Brennan, K. McCann, M. Cosgrove, S. Dow, G. O’Kane, E. Kennedy, K. Houston.
Centre: A. Tanney, M. Marquess, R. Higgins, P. Hegarty, M. Hanson, N. McSherry, B. Murphy, A. Cochrane.
Front: M. Goan, C. McKay, M. McAuley, P. Brennan, M. Lambe, C. Dowds, C. O’Hara.

Staff
in
the
80’s

Back Row: J. Condon, A. Cochrane.
Centre: C. O’Hara, E. Martin, E. Kennedy, E. Wilson, A. Brennan, K. McCann, Sr. Francesca.
Front: M. Cosgrove, M. Marquess, A. Tanney, N. McSherry, K. Houston, B. Murphy, S. Dow.
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Looking Back - The Staff in the 90’s

L. to R. Back: B.Quinn, C.Dowds, G.Fox, O.O’Dowd, R.Morgan, M.Marquess, M.McNally.
Front: M.McCaughey, C.Loughran, A.Tanney, C.McKay, K. Doherty.

Mr Totten with Mrs McLarnon, Mrs R.Gibson
and Mrs G.McNally
Mr Totten and the ladies kept the school in pristine condition. Mr Totten, the
caretaker, was sadly missed when he left. He originally came from Texas and
his distinctive Southern States drawl gave the school a hint of elegance. He was
very talented, he could do everything, make scenery, carve wood, engrave glass
and “fix most anything except a broken heart.” He was always available when
there was an emergency, should it be a burglary, a fire, or a broken toy or
schoolbag! He was not only a great favourite with the children of Holy Cross
but with also with the children of the local area, who called him Texas.
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Pupils and Staff in the Assembly Hall of St Gabriel’s

Staff and Pupils 2000

Millennium Photograph

The McCusker Family
We asked the girls from the McCusker family to write
a little about their memories of Holy Cross Girls’.
We chose this family because all six girls were
pupils of the school on Ardoyne Road.
Nichola. (Insurance Clerk)
I started Holy Cross in 1981. My grandmother had to take me on my first day as my
mummy was in hospital having my sister Andrea. I remember all my teachers, especially Mrs.
Kennedy who taught me in Primary One. She was a very kind and gentle woman and also
Mrs Loughran who taught us music- although to this day I can’t sing a note. I’m very proud
to say that I’m a past pupil of Holy Cross and hope that one day my daughter will follow in
my footsteps and attend too.
Kerri. ( Accountant)
I attended Holy Cross Girl’s Primary School from 1984-1991. I have very fond memories
of every teacher who taught me throughout my seven years in Holy Cross and each of them
played their own part in making my time in Primary school so enjoyable and memorable.
My first recollection is of the lovely, gentle Mrs Kennedy who was my Primary One teacher.
I also have particularly vivid memories of Mrs. Marquess. Mrs Marquess taught me for my
last two years in the school and left a lasting impression on me as I prepared for the 11+ and
the “big” school! Mrs Tanney the Principal was always full of encouragement in telling me
and my classmates that we could do anything we set our minds to. Another person about
whom I have lovely memories is the caretaker, Mr. Totten. Mr. Totten always had time for
each and every pupil of the school and he brought a smile to everyone’s face. I am sure that
everyone has happy memories of their primary school, but for me Holy Cross is not only
my primary school, but a very special place. In terms of education, I can honestly say that
attending Holy Cross gave me the best possible start, but more importantly than that, are
the relationships and care and attention that I received in my seven years and these have
made a lasting impression.
Andrea (Playgroup Leader)
I started Holy Cross Girls in 1985 and at such a young age I was very lucky to have two
sisters who were attending the school already. Not only did Holy Cross give me my primary
education, I returned in
later years while studying
Childcare, during the
time of the “conflict”
outside the school in
2001. It was during this
difficult time that I knew
that I would love to
remain in Holy Cross and
pass on the knowledge
given to me, to help
young children. After
getting my qualifications,
I applied for a job in the
Playgroup and am now
the Playgroup Leader at
Play&Learn in the school.
We have approximately 24
children and I hope that I
can give to them the
inspiration and guidance
that Holy Cross gave to
me.
Holy Cross - 40 Years

24

Then: - The McCusker twins in the front row with their P1 class.
Lyndsay (Occupational Therapist.)
When I followed my sisters’ footsteps,
attending Holy Cross Girls’, little did I
know I was in for seven great years. During
that time I was influenced by all the
teachers, who took time to get to know me
and allowed me to realise my full potential.
I have many fond memories and made many
friends while at Holy Cross. It gave me an
education second to none, which set me up
for secondary school and my career as an
occupational therapist.Louise (Insurance
Clerk)
I joined Holy Cross in 1989 with my twin
sister Lyndsay, following our older sisters
Nichola, Kerri and Andrea. I have a lot of
great memories of the school, one of which
was being a member of the camogie team.
Due to this I was able to build up other
relationships with other pupils of different
schools. All the teachers I had were very
helpful and always had time for me if I was
unable to understand something. After
leaving the school they were still willing to
help me learn by letting me return to carry
out my work experience when I was
attending Dominican College. I enjoyed
being a pupil of Holy Cross and will always
cherish the memories which I have.
Amanda (University Student)
As the last of six McCusker girls to attend
Holy Cross Girls’ Primary School, I have
nothing but fond memories of my time
there. The friendly staff, the encouraging
teachers and the supportive atmosphere gave

Today: - The McCusker girls with their proud mother.

all the pupils the room to develop and grow
into the individuals which we have become
today.I especially have kind memories of my
Primary 6 and 7 teacher, Mrs. Owens, who
took me for my final two years and helped
me prepare for the transition from Primary
School into Secondary School. I cherish the
years I spent in Primary School and feel
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proud knowing that I am part of what I feel
is an extended family that has stayed with
me through
my educational journey. I hope that all past,
present and future pupils have the same
experience and fond memories that I have of
Holy Cross Girls’ Primary School.

Looking Back at
40 Years in
Holy Cross Girls’
on Ardoyne Road
Anne Tanney
After each of these attacks we were forced to increase our
security. The alarm was a two edged sword, as Pat and I were
often called to the school in the middle of the night for false
alarms Every time the phone rang in the early hours of the
morning, I felt a sense of dread not knowing what we would
find. Two of the worst incidents were on 3th July 1993 and
7th July 1998 when we arrived to find the school on fire.
Luckily these attempts to burn the building
took place in July, so that we were able to
work during the summer to repair the
damage, open on time in September - and
go back to our cross community work.

In September 1968, when I was appointed to the staff of Holy
Cross Girls’, the school was situated on three sites, Chief
Street, Butler Street and Woodvale Road. Miss Hanson, the
Principal, gave me a class in Chief Street, which was very
convenient for me, as we lived just facing the school. We were
all looking forward to going to the new building on Ardoyne
Road on the following May. When we moved, we were
delighted with the new school, with its
beautiful, bright, airy, classrooms, large
Assembly Hall and Dining Room and
lovely views overlooking Belfast Lough.
However, the “troubles” broke out in
Ardoyne in August 1969 and the position
of the school on Ardoyne Road, that had
seemed so ideal before August, slowly
became a disadvantage. Many families had
to move because of sectarian violence and
as the school was in a Protestant area, it
became more isolated from the Catholic
community.

During that

summer groups

from the two
communities met

to try to resolve

the situation but

When I became Principal in 1987, I was
determined to try to develop closer
contact with our Protestant neighbours
and especially with Wheatfield Primary
School, across the road. The staff from
both schools met at the beginning of each
year to plan joint educational projects.
Unfortunately, we were all victims of the
political situation and when there was a general increase of
sectarian fear in Northern Ireland and trouble at the interface
at the bottom of Ardoyne Road, our school building was
invariably attacked.

they were
unsuccessful.
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As we reached the new millennium we were
continuing to hope and pray for peace, but
the political situation became very unstable
and we began to experience a heightening of
tension on Ardoyne Road. On 19th June
2001, an incident outside the school
resulted in a crowd gathering on Ardoyne
Road. The children were prevented from
using the road and those who came during
the remainder of the term came across the
St. Gabriel’s College football pitch. During
that summer groups from the two
communities met to try to resolve the
situation but they were unsuccessful.

The time from 3rd September 2001 to 26th
November was much worse than anything we had ever
experienced or could have envisaged. Our lovely children
were experiencing hate face to face on their way to and from
school every day.
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three terrible months in 2001, we had lots of very happy
times and the school was able to continue with its most
important function - education. We got excellent General
Inspection Reports both before and after 2001.

(Malachy McLaughlin)
Santa presenting
Mrs Tanney with the rag
doll at her
Retirement Dinner
in the Europa Hotel,
June 2004.

The staff and I were devastated, yet we had to smile at the
children when they came through the door and try to keep
the routines of the school as normal as possible. We were
besieged by the media. Photographs of little girls screaming
and crying with fright, huddling against their parents, while
walking to school through a police and army cordon, were
shown all over the world.
Members of staff were totally focused on the needs of the
children. At the end of the second week of term we met and
reviewed each pupil. We identified about 60 children about
whom we were concerned. We spoke to their parents and if
the parents agreed that the child was having problems dealing
with the situation, we referred the family to the local “New
Life” counselling service. Eventually there were over a
hundred children in need of counselling.
During the trouble we received great support from other
schools and the people of our own community. We had lots
of visitors from both traditions in Northern Ireland and from
across the world. We also got hundreds of letters, cards and
gifts - from places as far away as Newfoundland and New
Zealand. Many of the adults and children who wrote to us
said that they were praying for us. Children were writing, “I
am praying for you every day on my way to school.” I think
these prayers helped us survive.

After three long, exhausting, frightening months, all the
prayers and efforts to resolve the situation were successful and
were able to use Ardoyne Road again at the end of November.
At Christmas we received thousands of Christmas cards.
Every day a post office van arrived at the school with bags of
post from the United State. President Mary McAleese also
helped to make that Christmas very special when she invited
the children to her home in Phoenix Park for a Christmas
Party and on the way to Dublin, the Keenan family kindly
entertained the staff and children in Bellingham Castle.
Apart from the night attacks on the school building and those
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We did everything possible to help the children grow into
confident, well educated, Christian young people and to deal
with the trauma which they had experienced on Ardoyne
Road. I was very pleased when Dr Carney, a representative
from The International Association of Youth and Family
Judges and Magistrates, visited the school in 2003 and wrote
a report in which he commented on the lack of bitterness
displayed by the children. He asked how children who had
suffered so much hatred and bigotry could speak of
forgiveness and love thy neighbour- and he went on to
attribute this to the quality of their education – a Catholic
Education.
I was told on a number of occasions that staff would probably
have to take time off with stress and that the school would not
survive. The opposite was the case. Not one day was taken off
by a member of staff, even during the time when we received
a death threat - and the school has survived. Not only has it
survived, but it is stronger and more committed to the
children than ever. It is a great tribute to Miss Quinn and the
parents and staff that they have re-established cross
community contact on Ardoyne Road – a ray of hope for the
future
Many exceptional and dedicated people supported me over
the years in Holy Cross Girls’. I cannot overstate my gratitude
to them and my admiration for the staff, parents, pupils,
governors and the priests, especially Father Aidan and Father
Gary, who formed such a courageous, united team. I must
also thank individuals from the BELB, the CCMS, the Dept
of Education and especially my friends, my family and my
husband Pat.
In 2004 the teachers submitted me for a Teaching Award. The
fact that this gesture had come from the staff pleased me more
that the winning of the actual award in Northern Ireland. At
my retirement, I was also very moved when I was presented
with a large doll, a reminder of the dolls which we had given
to the children after the Hallowe’en Hooley in 2001, so that
they could bring the dolls to bed to help them sleep. Although
tinged with sadness, that retirement celebration night in the
Europa was one of the most enjoyable of my life, thanks to
the hard work of the staff and parents who organised it and
the wit of the comedian and Father Gary, the Compere.
When I read Kate Muldoon’s poem about the school I was
close to tears. I know that the Principal and staff are still
providing the kind of loving, nurturing education which Kate
describes. I wish the new Principal, Mrs.Mc Nally and the
staff, parents and pupils, many more happy and successful
years on Ardoyne Road.
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The Dark Days of 2001

Father Aidan Troy escorting parents and children through the school gates. Father Gary and
members of the Board of Governors also walked with the parents and children to the school
every day. The children were delighted and relieved to reach the haven of the school.
The protest outside the school was the worst experience which Holy Cross Girlsʼ
Primary had to endure. The situation was heartbreaking for parents, teachers and
especially for the children, who could not understand what was happening. Pictures of
very distressed children were flashed around the world.
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We really appreciated
this letter of concern
sent by Senator Hillary
Clinton, just two weeks
after 9/11, when the
United States was
suffering such terrible
trauma.

We designed this
Certificate of Thanks
which we sent to all
those kind people from
all over the world, who
sent cards and messages
of support during the
troubles in 2001.
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A Visit to Aras an Uachtarain on 5th December, 2001
On the way to Dublin the Keenan Family invited the children and staff
to a lovely meal and entertainment in Bellingham Castle.

At The Aras
President McAleese and her husband welcomed each child and member of staff
individually The children were delighted with the food and entertainment and were
especially excited when they saw the Christmas Tree lights getting switched on.
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Some of the Many Visitors to the
school in 2001
Archbishop Tutu came to talk to the staff and children in November.
It was a great honour to receive a visit from one of the most famous
peacemakers in the world. We gathered in the Assembly Hall where
he prayed with everyone. He was delighted that all of the children
knew the Prayer of Saint Francis for Peace, which is said at each
School Assembly. He was full of fun and love and assured the
children that things would soon get better – and indeed they did.

The Staff with Archbishop Tutu and
Father Aidan
Back: M.McNally, Y.Powell, N.McGovern, C.Dowds,
M.Montgomery, C.Fitzmaurice, K.Owens, S.Mulholland, Father
Aidan, C.McGovern, O.O’Dowds
Front: A.Higgins, B.Quinn, A.Tanney, Archbishop Tutu,
C.McKay, A.Shannon.

Bishop Walsh came to visit the school during and
after the trouble
Above: Minnie Jean Brown Trickey,
one of the “Little Rock Nine” who
visited the school in December 2001.
She spoke to the children from P6 and
7 and they were fascinated to hear of
her experiences. They asked her lots of
questions.

Anglican Bishop Jefery with
his assistant Miss Mc Donald
came from England.
Holy Cross - 40 Years
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Hallowe’en Hooley
of small witches, skeletons, clowns, fairies and assorted
characters in cardboard boxes coming up Ardoyne Road
between rows of helmeted police and army personnel in riot
gear. They were led by two parents dressed as Laurel and
Hardy with a young Marge Simpson carrying a placard
“ Marge Simpson Supports Holy Cross Girls’.”
stating

Each year we have great fun when the teachers and children
dress up for the Hallowe’en Hooley .Prizes are given for the
best costumes and everyone goes home with a candy apple,
thanks to Anne Duggan and her sister Maura. In 2001 we
decided to go ahead with the Hooley in order not to
disappoint the children. It was surreal to see a motley crowd
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Hallowe’en 2009

Gemma Cole, of our
past pupils, was one
of the judges of the
Hallowe’en
Hooley in 2009. She
added a touch of
glamour to the
proceedings as she
was a finalist in Miss
Northern Ireland
2009. We are proud
of her, as we are of
all our past pupils.
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Music and Drama

Mrs. Loughran conducting the choir - Winners of the Belfast Heat and Second
Place
overall in Northern Ireland in 1998.

Mrs Mallon and the choir which won the Belfast Heat in 2000
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Making
Music
Primary Seven girls playing
the tin whistle.
All children from P.5-7 learn
to play an instrument.

Children
Performing their
Christmas Play
for the elderly in
Hillsborough
Castle 1994.

Entertaining visitors
from Australia.

Sr. Riona and Mrs. Loughran with
some musicians in the church.

Playing at the Celebration in school on Saint Patrick’s Day.
Holy Cross - 40 Years
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Working in the Computer Suite

Parents/Grandparents and past
pupils are welcome to attend
courses in our computer suite.

A group
of parents
celebrating the
achievement of
their ECDL

All children in the school use the computer suite and interactive whiteboard. Primary 4 and
Primary 7 children participate in the ICT Accreditation Scheme and receive certificates from CCEA.
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Remembering the
Starving at Christmas

The Carol Mass for the Starving - Since 1972, the combined choirs of the parish
schools have sung at a special Mass in the church at Christmas at which there is a
collection for the starving. For many years the money was sent to Mother Teresa of
Calcutta. Thousands of pounds have been collected from the generous people of
Ardoyne. Mother Teresa visited the parish a number of times. Her last visit was on
Friday 4th June 1993 when she thanked everyone for their kindness to the poor.
She died on Friday 5th September 1997 in Calcutta aged 87 years.

by Mother Teresa
The letter written
class in 1978.
er
h
d
an
ey
n
an
T
to Mrs

Mother Teresa arriving in Ardoyne greeted
by the children of the parish schools.
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The Magic
of Christmas

Shepherds “ hurrying to Bethlehem”
Christmas Nativity “Star of wonder”

Each year we produce
a Christmas Play and
invite parents to come
and join us to
experience the real
meaning of Christmas.
Baby Jesus is born!

Waiting in the
stable for baby
Jesus
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The Magic
of
Christmas
Santa comes every year and
the children get presents
and a beautiful
photograph, with a little
help from the elves and
Mr. Malachy McLaughlin!
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MUSICALS
Each year the P7 leavers perform an end of year Musical

The Emperor’s Nightingale, 1990

Peter Pan 2000
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Jack and The Beanstalk, 2006

The Three Little Pigs, 2008
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Cinderella June 2009
This year’s
end of term
Musical
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SPORT AT HOLY CROSS
Holy Cross has had a long tradition of involvement in sport. All
children from Primary 5 to 7 are given the opportunity to learn to
swim in Ballysillan Leisure Centre. They also receive coaching in
camogie. We are very grateful to the coaches from Ard Eoin
Kickhams who provide weekly tuition and also transport to
matches.
We would also like to acknowledge the support of the local ABC
Credit Union who help to finance the equipment and camogie kit.
In recent years the school has had basketball coaching provided by
Peaceplayers International. Children from Wheatfield Primary
and Holy Cross travelled to Boston USA in July 2008 to
participate in a summer basketball camp.

Our camogie team help celebrate
125 years of the GAA.

Lord mayor
Jim Rogers
with some of
the Children
Who went to
Boston.

Each year parents are invited to our Sports Day in which all children compete.
Our new all weather pitch has been a great asset to all our sports activities.
Children from
Holy Cross
and
Wheatfield
at the Boston
Red Sox game
in Boston,
July 2008
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Sports Day

Each year parents are invited to our Sports Day in which all children
compete. Our new all weather pitch has been a great asset.

Miss Elliot running in the Parents Vs Staff Race

Children enjoying the day
Holy Cross - 40 Years
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Just having fun!

The Camogie Dribble!

Lining up for the race!

Obstacle Course!

Mrs. McIlroy shows
them how!
Holy Cross - 40 Years
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Science – A project on Flight
In recent years, Primary 5 classes took part in a project with Bombardier
Aerospace, investigating how planes fly. The children designed and made their
own planes and the project culminated in a flight with Flybe up the Antrim Coast.
Parents were also invited to a very enjoyable day out.

History - Projects

Over the past forty years the children have enjoyed finding out about the past and have
often joined with Wheatfield Primary School in cross community history trips. The school
has a lot of information about Ardoyne Village and Michael Andrewʼs Hand loom Weaving
Manufactory. The children are encouraged to talk to their grandparents to find out about
what Ardoyne was like when they were growing up.

L-R. Roisin Morris, Caroline Mullan, Cardinal O’Fee, Cathy Birmingham, Louise Corr, Mrs. Tanney, Nuala Mc Daid.
Cardinal O’Fee congratulates the girls on being prize winners in the Northern Ireland “Studying Our Past” Competition and
came third in Northern Ireland.
Holy Cross - 40 Years
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Celebrating Our Culture
Pupils from Primary 6 with
shield for 1st Place at Feis
Bheal Feirste 09. Also
pictured is Eilish King , Irish
Language Facilitator,
presenting certificates on
behalf of the Mc Cracken
Cultural Society.

Dancing at our Annual
St. Patrickʼs Day Ceili.
All children learn Irish
Dancing.

Primary Seven Pupils with Mrs Owens receiving certificates from Niall Matthews
for Irish Language.
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Miss Quinn with her award for Teacher of the Year
in Northern Ireland which she won in 2003.
She was nominated for the award by the Principal
and staff of the school in recognition of her
exemplary teaching and support for parents and
other staff members. As a qualified Counsellor Miss
Quinn’s experience and expertise were invaluable
especially during the trauma of 2001.

The Way Forward
Betty Quinn Principal 2004-2009

I started Holy Cross
Girls’ Primary
School
as a teacher in
September 1993.
I already knew the school from my
previous job which involved going around
different schools in Belfast as part of a
team of teachers employed by CCMS to
facilitate the introduction of the new
Northern Ireland Curriculum. I was aware
of the high standard of education, the
friendly staff and the well mannered
children that made up the Holy Cross
School community and I was delighted to
be joining the staff.
Unfortunately the year I started, the
school had been savagely attacked during
the summer holidays and most of the
classrooms were badly burned or had been
damaged as a result of smoke or water.

“What have I let myself in for, is the
school finished, do I have a job at all?”
These were the thoughts running through
my mind as I approached the building
some time in August anxious to see for
myself what had been reported in the
press.
I was met by Mrs Tanney wearing her
wellington boots and up to her elbows in
black soot and dust and dirt. She assured
me that the school would open in
September as scheduled and everything
would be operating normally. I admit that
as I left the school later that day I thought
, “Not in a million years will this school be
fit to cater for the educational needs of the
pupils in the few short weeks remaining
before the start of the term.”
How wrong I was. That was when I
witnessed for the first time, but not the
last, the indomitable spirit of Holy Cross
Girls’ School, Principal, staff and parents.
Sure enough, as Mrs Tanney had said, by
the time September came, all the
classrooms had been painted, new floors
had been laid, ceilings were put up and
structural damage repaired. The children
came into school non the wiser about the
drama that had happened to their school
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during the holidays. The parents had
helped to clean the school and prepare the
building for the start of the new academic
year and all seemed set fair for another
successful year in Holy Cross and my first
year as a member of staff.
That was in 1993 and as we all know
we were to witness even more trauma and
drama at the start of another academic
year in 2001. In the intervening years the
school had suffered other attacks but these
occurred during the summer months
when the children were on holiday and
they knew little of it. During those years I
had settled into my job as Special Needs
teacher/ Co-ordinator and Music Coordinator. I loved my job and the children
and I loved my colleagues. Everyone in
Holy Cross was dedicated to providing the
highest level of education and excellence
as well as a warm and welcoming
environment for the children and their
parents.
Then came 19th June 2001. I won’t go
into the events surrounding the school
during those months. I know they have
been well documented in other places.
What I will say is that I feel very privileged
to have been part of the staff and to have

Miss Quinn and Mr. Waugh
from Wheatfield P.S.
meeting President George
Bush in June 2008.
Children from both schools
played Basketball with the
President. They are being
coached in Basketball by
Peaceplayers International.

witnessed the courage, resilience and
dignity of the parents and staff of Holy
Cross during that traumatic time.
Mrs Tanney retired at the end of the
academic year 2004, the end of an era! She
had been in the school since it opened on
the Ardoyne Road site in 1969 and had
been part of the staff during the most
difficult 70’s and 80’s. She led the school
with courage and wisdom through the
awful events of 2001 and now it was time
to rest.
I felt privileged and honoured to be
appointed Principal in September 2004. I
knew from the beginning that part of my
job was to commence the process of
reconciliation with our neighbouring
school, Wheatfield Primary. The political
process had advanced and there was hope
in the air and a feeling that we were all on
the road to a better and more peaceful
Northern Ireland. The Board of
Governors of the School and the staff and
I wanted Holy Cross to be part of
building the peace.
The steps we took on this road were

difficult at first but the majority of our
parents supported and encouraged us and
wanted their children to grow up in a
more peaceful and just society. We set up
meetings with Wheatfield Primary School
and the staff met together to plan the way
forward. The children of course were
wonderful and are the real teachers in this
process. Once we had organised events to
bring the children together they just got
on with playing and chatting to the
children from the other school as if
nothing had happened. I am reminded of
the quote from the Gospel, “Unless you
become as little children you will not
enter into the Kingdom of Heaven”. The
children showed us the way.
I ended my five years as Principal in
August 2009, forty years after the school
had opened on the Ardoyne Road site. We
had a wonderful last term with plenty of
activities to celebrate and mark the
occasion. We had Mass in the school hall
attended by the children and past teachers
and parents. Fr Gary concelebrated the
Mass along with our past Chairman of
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Governors, Fr Aidan Troy, our Chaplain
Fr John and Fr Casimir. Bishop Noel
Treanor came later and everyone seemed
to have enjoyed the day. We had another
Mass in the Church in June to which we
invited all our past pupils and friends.
Our final concert was a great success with
every class presenting either a poem or
song and our P7 girls performed
Cinderella which was hailed by all as
worthy of the West End.
It has been a privilege and an honour to
have been part of the Holy Cross
community for the past fifteen years. I can
truly say that they have been the best years
of my life and I left with feelings of
gratitude and humility. I know that
whatever the future holds, Holy Cross
Girls’ Primary School on Ardoyne Road
will always stand as a symbol for courage,
dignity and reconciliation and I am glad
that I was part of that.

This lovely poem was written by Kate Muldoon. Kate is a published author, playwright
and poet and a former pupil of Holy Cross Girls’ Primary School.
Her three daughters were pupils at Holy Cross Girls’ in Ardoyne Road.

40 YEARS A CARING By Kate Muldoon 23 June 2009
In May 69 she opened her gates
her heart
her arms
embracing our children
her children
girls of Holy Cross
emanating warmth and welcome
a safe place a place
of learning and encouragement
a place of smiles
a place where every girl is special
to the teachers who are getting younger looking
and the Miss
always on hand in the playground
to put a plaster on scraped knees
wipe away tears before they fall
and listen to both sides of the story.

Her girls wearing distinctive red jumpers
and matching ribbons
adorning ringlets, plaits and pony tails
shiny black shoes
going up the hill
in all weathers
guided safely by the lollipop man
to an oasis in North Belfast
pride of the parish
the dream of generations.

First Holy Communion Days
she’s hoping for good weather
toothless angels in white
with prayer books, rosary beads
and carefully guarded lacy bags
containing the means for achieving wish lists
depending on the number and generosity of relatives
are millionaires for a day
the subject of conversation and comparison
for manys a day to come.
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2001 brought dark days
fearful days
when the eyes of the world
were on the broken heart of Holy Cross
the terrified faces of her children
her pain
her tears
her prayers
she was rocked to her foundations
then came a time when laughter and skipping returned
and our school breathed easily again
like a mother, content, when she knows her children are safe.

Leavers’ concerts
born actresses taking the stage
her walls reverberate with the sounds of singing
happy sounds
talent abounding
dancing
as good as anyone on tv
her heart swells with pride
a time for reminiscence also
sure it seems like only yesterday since these wee
girls were in P1
and now they’ve made their Confirmation
and are leaving
take care of her girls, big school.

Come September
new faces with familiar family names
begin their journey
she’ll take them by the hand
brand new uniforms
spic and span
forming lifelong friendships
playing games
absorbing
observing everything around them
appreciating the beauty of nature
drawing shaky abc’s and 1,2,3’s
painting family portraits
that only they can understand
each one precious and priceless
proudly displayed
as jewels in her crown.
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Circle of Friends

You have friends,
You are not alone.
Thanks to them, youʼre not on your own.
You are strong even when you feel small.
From the rain, they will shelter you.
In your pain they will comfort you.
They will always pick you up when you fall.
Chorus
Circle of friends all around you
Circle of friends strong and true
Circle of friends, Iʼll be there for you

Even when you are far apart,
To your friends youʼre joined heart to heart,
Far away you are not on your own.
Youʼre not there but they think of you,
In their prayers they remember you,
You are never ever truly alone.
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This song is from the Primary Four Alive-O Religion Scheme.Veritas publications.

